
Noon Bible Study: Matthew 8 (Part 2) 
Matthew 8:18-22 - Scribe - Follow Me 
 
The invitation from Jesus is “follow me”. This seems like a somewhat incomplete phrase for most of us. If someone said “hey come follow 
me” we’d probably ask “follow you where.” But this isn’t what Jesus is asking - he’s not asking people to follow him somewhere - he’s 
asking them to follow him wherever he may go. It’s not where we are going, it’s who we’re following. 
 

The cost of following Jesus in these two instances is great.  
Are you willing to go wherever he might lead, even if it is out of your comfort zone? 
Are you willing to prioritize following Jesus over every other relationship and priority? 

 
First let me bury my father? There are a few things this could mean: 
 
Jesus isn’t ignoring the Biblical command to honor one’s father and mother but using this moment to shine light on the priority of the 
call of discipleship and that “spiritual life” is more important than even one’s physical life. 
 
Secondly, it could be a matter of the man wanting to wait till his father died or that he had already died but there were other 
obligations to attend to which would take a long time. 
 

“Recent research suggests that burial customs in the vicinity of Jerusalem from about 20 B.C. to A.D. 70 involved a reinterment of 
the bones a year after the initial burial, once the flesh had rotted away. At that point the son would have placed his father's 
bones in a special box known as an ossuary to be set into the wall of the tomb. Thus Jesus could well be rebuking the man for 
wanting to wait around for as much as a year before making a commitment to follow him” (NET Bible Note, Matthew 8:21-22) 

 
The call to follow Jesus is the most important and time is of the essence. 
 
Matthew 8:23-27 - Jesus Asleep In The Boat 
 
Let’s think for a moment why Jesus is asleep on the boat. He has just spent a large amount of time ministering to hurting people, doing 
spiritual warfare on behalf of those tormented by demons, and certainly extending love and compassion to the people he is meeting 
with. That can be a very emotionally and physically draining experience with even one person! Jesus is doing this all day and even 
“when evening came” (v. 16), he’s also “healing all who were ill” (v. 16) 
 
We’re discovering more about Jesus - he has power over sickness and demons and natural elements. This entire chapter has painted a 
picture of Jesus bringing order to chaos and peace (shalom) to brokenness. 
 

v. 26 - little faith - Little faith (Gk. oligopistos) is not “no faith” (Gk. apistos), but “ineffective,” “defective,” or “deficient” 
faith. (ESV Study Bible, Mt 8:26) 

 
v. 27 - the disciples are following Jesus, in awe of his power, yet with plenty of questions and unknowns that remain. 
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Matthew 8:28-34 - Jesus, Demons and a whole bunch of pigs 
 
Q - What are some of the things you observe about this record? 
Q - What do you think about the reaction of the townspeople? 
 
Jesus has arrived in an area of Galilee which was likely inhabited by Gentiles predominantly (v. 28 - country of the Gadarenes), thus 
herdsmen raising an animal unclean to Jews (pigs).  The demon-possessed men were also living among tombs, an area certainly 
considered unclean as well. And Jesus is able to maintain his holiness and enter into areas forsaken by others to bring healing and 
deliverance. 
 

v. 29 - though we don’t have much backstory in the Old Testament, the demons are certainly aware that the arrival of the Messiah 
(son of God) is not good news for them.  Jesus is interacting with the demons as opposed to the men and the demons are very 
concerned that he is dealing with them (lit: tormenting them, v. 29) “before the time” aka the time of judgment of evil and 
demonic forces. They begin to negotiate, yet Jesus is direct and authoritative, responding with “Go!” (v. 32) 

 
“The herd of pigs would have been raised for food in this Gentile region on the east shore of the Sea of Galilee, and the local 
people were very upset (all the city . . . begged him to leave) at the loss of this large herd (about 2,000, Mark 5:13). The 
pigs' fate in the sea prefigures and pictures the final fate of demons, when God defeats Satan and throws him into the lake of 
fire (Rev. 20:10).” (ESV Study Bible) 

 
v. 34 – “came to meet Jesus” remember that the miracles are not the end in of themself but they are signs pointing to the end - 
coming to meet Jesus. This is true today as well. Yet, sometimes once people get there, they don’t want to stay 

 
Remember, it’s who we are following that matters, not just where we’re going or what we’re doing along the way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bible Study notes: what do we make of the fact that Matthew records there were two people? There may be a reason that relates to 
Jewish literature motifs (Matthew includes a number of things twice that other gospel writers only include once - 2 blind men in both 
Matthew 9:27 and 20:30) and true things being confirmed by “the mouth of two”.  Or maybe he remembered it with two and other 
disciples remembered it as one - even if that is the case, this doesn’t invalidate the God-inspiration of Scripture, especially because 
the focus of the passage is Jesus’s authority over the demons and the deliverance of those formerly tormented by them.  There may be 
other clues to why Matthew has two men, and it’s worth further study - but it doesn’t have to shake our faith in the reliability of 
the Bible. 
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